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The Montgomery County Caun 
approvd a hill y ~ t e r d a y  rquiring I 
ficials to FSive cor~ntv ernplovccs the c 
tion to plrrchasc Iower-cost p r m  
tron drugs horn Caoarls - or a n y l a  
else they can tind a g o d  deal. 

'I'he hilf was ~pp rov rd  dcspite cr 
tinued warninfi  from t h ~  IJ.5. Ffi 
3nd Drug Administration that  t 
county H ~ S  an thr vcrgc of vrolati 
federal law and risked hping sutrl. 
The proposal. which affects 12.5' 

county ernployws and retirees, I 

quires County Executive Dou~Ias 1 
Duncan (D) to participate in a pr 
mam establish4 liy the council lz 
Far 

"We will be a leader on the issue UII 

securing safe, low~ost prescription 
drugs on the khalf of our citizm\," 
said County Council Presirlcnt Tom 
Perez (DSlEwr Spring), the Icad spon- 
sor of the le~slation. 

Before the council vote. the FDA 
dispatched a top official to reiterate 
the aqcncy's position that  tlrugs from 
fore i ,~  sources arc neither safe nor I r -  
ml. 

Thomas E. McGinnia. the FDh's di- 
rs. a i r 1  the of phan 

- 
cil 
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council was putting ~rnployxs 
and taTpayers at ~ - i ~ k .  

"Li someone ~ c t s  hurt, the 
countv may very welI be lia- 
Idc," McGinnE~ a i d .  "It could 
Bankrupt thc 4Iontgomer)r 
County go~~r tment . "  

Rut thc council rushed 
ahpad and approved t h ~  hill f 
!n 2. holding a hearinc and A fi- 
nal votc on the samc day. Ttie 
~ ~ n t r q r ~ a l  move simakl council 
rn~rnhrrs' hstmtion that thdr 
earlier efforts to r?tahli.;h a Ca- 
nadian dtuq proqam were 
hampered hy 511ncan and oth- 
er county officials. 

In  Scptrmhrr. the council 
approved n rc<olution caIIinq 
for a promam to allow 85,001) 
erno?nvwq, retirees and dt>pm- 
J... . -vho receive taxpayer. 

health care to nhtain 
n drugs. 
ouncil contracted with 

L ~ T I ~ I S ~ ~ ,  a privat~ly  hrld health 
hcnefits company bawd  in 
W i n d ~ ~ r .  Ontario. to  obtain 
anti rli<trihrltr thr drugs. 

3 .  
L l ~ L  the proflam has strup 

gled to g ~ t  oft thc ground, in 
Ixr~c part because or the reluc- 
ti;nrh~ 0 1  cnunty official4 to  hla- 
tanll:~ snub the FDA, which is 
has-11 in RocMle. 

Vuncan decided he would 
fir\[ wek a waiver from the 
FR.7 aIIouing the county to im- 

park Canadian cIrugs. T 
nFency has ncvw issued a 
quch waiver. The stan 
owend him up fo charges that 
he ws trying to d d c e  !he is 
Wt. 

'I think the county exexec- 
utivr i.; srrkinfi an anqwer to a 
qumtion hc already knows thr 
attqwrr to," said Robert A. 
S t ~ w ~ ~ r t .  a lobbyist br the Mu- 
nirifi.t! & CmnV Gnvmnnent 
1:rnnloyees Orcanization. 
whrr h supporterl I'?rrz's p r e  
~ O S ~ I .  "For ~'hatrvrr rrason, 
'ill+ j ~ ;  a ue 
lur  mi. 

Litst 
xjclrd~ol hnnrri, at the urmnf! of 
r ' iup~~jn t~nr lcn t  J ~ T  D. 
%Vc-art, drclincd to  participat~, 
n1:trnly I,rcausc ot conrtTrns 
1b3t 1l1r artinn woulrl r.inlatc 

n uncomh 

month. 
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M M L  1ItuUUt. urn --v 
sch~lol hoard. a t  the u s ~ n c  c f  
Superrnt~nrfenE Jerry D. 
W a ~ t ,  rleclincd to participate, 
ma~n!y Ywcause of concerns 
that thc actinn wouEd violate 
icderal law, The h a r d ,  which 
has jurisdiction over 27,000 
~rnplr lvrc?, said it  would re 

r-- sidcr i f  the count); receive1 
FD.\ waiver or if thp l h ~ r  
aclrn~rl~.:tration acted first. 

Altl~ouqh the council IliT 
plie. only to county Em 
ment employees and rrtir 
Pi?rv h n p ~ s  that t h e  scl 
riyst~rn, ?he planning acv 
Mortrornery College and 
':-'ashinoan SuRurhan > 
raw Cnrnmissior: will follo~ 

Dwirl W~avcr. a nuncan 
spk~urnan,  w i d  the arlrninis- 
tratIon i s  still ftopinq to r ( ~ t  a 
waiver from thr federal gov- 
~rnrnent .  thouch it ha< pct to 
]war n rcsponw. Tf it docs not 
get one, i%avrr said, the ad- 
ministration "wilt work with 
I l ~ e  cni~ncil to implement the 
In w.* 

Roard of EEdt~cation Presi- 
dent I'atricia UNedI (I+! he* 
cfn-Che~y k s e )  said the corn- 
ril-s decision, absent an FDA 
naixr, wilI not h : ~ e  an impact 
un x h ~ t h e r  the school swtem 
movr? ti~rwarrl. 

"Thr. In~ard m s  vev clear 
on - h t ~ .  ltl were ~ogoing to be a 
fo?:nwrr, not a leader," <he 
said. 

I,eyonrl the l~ml consirlt-r- 
stir ns, some p n l i w a k e r s  
note that  the ecn~lnrnics of the 
i.-~ne havr changcrl durinc the 
p2.t year. 

Iast fall, counciI rnerr~lers 
.... :.I + +P program could save 

ers $15 million to S20 
I .  Since bncn, rornr have 
,led that the actual wv- 

1111.5 ~ ~ ) u l g l  he as littIc as $1 mil- 
llon. 
Canadian oofficials have also 

sail: they are going to restrict 
t i l t  Fow of drucs to the United 
SLtcn. 
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